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Royal opening

At the beginning of December 2014, King Willem-Alexander opened the National 
Military Museum (NMM) at the former air force base in Soesterberg.
The merger of the Military Aviation Museum and the Delft Army Museum to form this 
new museum created 35,000 m² of exhibition space for an impressive overview of the 
past, present and future of the Dutch armed forces.

Together with exhibition architect, bureau Kossmann.dejong, Bruns was responsible for 
the total museum experience of this NMM. Kossmann.dejong was responsible for the 
concept and the design and Bruns was responsible for the realisation in the broadest 
sense of the word, from project management to implementation. The 12,700,000 euros 
spent on the project makes the National Military Museum one of the largest and most 
challenging projects in the more than 50 year existence of our company.
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Destination

Museum

Type of exhibition

Permanent

Project director

Maarten Taborsky

Design

Kossmann.dejong

De Ruyterkade 107

1011 AB Amsterdam

The Netherlands  

T +31 (0)20 420 88 90

Start

October 2012

Delivery

December 2014  

The two exhibition areas

The sober black building with all-round glass façades contrasts nicely with its natural 
surroundings. The old landing strip seems to run through the museum, where daylight is 
given free play on the ‘Arsenaal’ which is the outermost part of the exhibition. Here 
enthusiasts will feast their eyes on all the highlights of Dutch military history, from 
armour to modern fighter jets. The Arsenaal includes a second part of the museum 
called the Black Box. In contrast with the Arsenaal there is less daylight here and the 
exhibits are large. The Black Box is an intense experience: seven exciting theatrical 
environments which focus on different aspects of the military. It includes stories about 
the importance of water for our defence, stories about the present, past and future of 
the military, the role of the military in Dutch society as well as personal stories of soldiers 
which show visitors the dilemmas they face.

With a view to attracting the widest possible range of visitors the exhibition themes are 
dynamic and layered. Enthusiasts can still find extra information and detail, but that it is 
not essential in order to get a complete overview. For children there is Xplore, the 
NMM’s interactive exhibition. Xplore is the Bruns show-piece, where all our expertise 
comes together. Here children can make their own gunpowder, fly in a F16 simulator 
and even neutralize enemy tanks.
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Consortium

• Heijmans

• Felix Claus Dick van 

• Wageningen Architecten

• H+N+S Landschaps-

   architecten

• Kossmann.dejong

• Bruns B.V.

The tasks

As the main contractor of the museum Bruns was given the responsibility for the project 
and process management, development, engineering, manufacturing and installation 
of all exhibition components. And that includes all solutions for lighting, hardware and 
software and interactivity such as animations, short films, games and a mobile app. 

Along with its skilled partners Bruns has made this National Military Museum to a 
special experience for visitors, for fanciers, for now and in the future.
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Facts and Figures

• Spectacular roof of

   110 x 250 meter

• 13 meter high glass

   outer walls

• 5000 years of military

   history

• 445 objects have been 

   employed in the Army

• 60,000 kg weighs the 

   Arsenal heaviest object


